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Rev. Steven R. Scott, District Superintendent 

GOD • PEOPLE • CHURCH 

WITH SINCERE GRATITUDE I bring my 15th report as District Superintendent of the Sacramento District,

now in my 33rd year as an ordained elder in the Church of the Nazarene. I’m humbled every day by the 

profound blessing of knowing and serving Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord, and I thank God for the 

honor of serving with a leadership team that includes the following colleagues and friends: 

…the District Office staff of Rev. Mike Havens/ District Administrator for 13 ½ yrs. as District Treasurer 

and coordinator for various district events and facilities; Kaitlin Peoples/Executive Assistant for 6 ½ yrs. 

as coordinator of district office procedures, editor of all district publications, and assistant with various 

duties of the District Superintendent; and Jessica Moreno/Administrative Assistant for 4 yrs. as support 

for district office operations and logistical arrangements. Mike, Kaitlin & Jessica all serve with a great 

spirit and a deep love for the church. I am honored to serve with them! 

 On July 31, 2021, Mike Havens will conclude 13 years, 9 months & 15 days 

as District Administrator. It is a privilege to present Mike to you today in 

recognition of his service to the Sacramento District. 

I’ve asked District Secretary Dr. Earl Gillett to assist me with a certificate 

that acknowledges Mike’s time of service to the Sacramento District. Thank 

you for the tasks you have completed, the Christlike manner in which you 

serve, and your faithfulness to the mission of the Church of the Nazarene. It 

is a privilege to present to you the highest expression that can be given to a 

member of the Church of the Nazarene, the Distinguished Service Award.  

Next, I’ve asked Joe McCoy, secretary of the District Advisory Board to present a card to you on behalf of 

the Sacramento District. It is our hope that you and Delene can use this toward a special trip to SEE THE 

WORLD, well, part of it, or a personal project in your life, and that it will be a reminder to you of the 

place of honor for which you will always be remembered on the Sacramento District. 

Please join me in expressing our appreciation for Mike’s life and ministry! 

In honor of Robert & Carolyn Scott, who lived 
a merciful life to the glory of God. 

1930-2020 



As I continue to reflect on the gifted team of leaders who have served the Sacramento

District in the past year, they also include: 

…all the Senior/Lead Pastors, Associate Pastoral Staff and spouses who faithfully serve the communities 

of the Sacramento District. You have been merciful, you have endured, and you have a great future as 

you continue to fulfill God’s calling in your life. 

…the District Advisory Board: Dr. Stephen Campbell/Redding First; Rev. Steve Dickerson/Placerville; 

Rev. Scott Hubbard/Lodi Faith Community; Rev. Doug Smith/Yuba City Hope Point; Joe McCoy/Oroville, 

Mark Bennett/Stockton Axis; Jeff Dickerson/Auburn Parkside; Gary Greeno/Stockton Horizon. I deeply 

appreciate your heart and mind for the Kingdom of God, and for your companionship on this journey. 

…Rev. Austin Bender/Nazarene Youth International President; Rev. Darlene Franks/Sunday School & 

Discipleship Ministries Chair; Rev. Dan Hopkins/Nazarene Missions International 

President; Dr. Leon Skinner/District Institute of Ministry Director; Rev. Ron 

Zimmer/Summer Camps Ministries Director; Dr. Earl Gillett/ District Secretary; 

Cathy Scharf/Children’s Ministries Director; the Ministerial Studies & Credentials 

Boards (listed by name in their respective reports); and all the members of the 

SDMI Board, NMI Council, NYI Council. Your leadership is impacting countless 

lives for many years to come. 

And, a special thank you to my wife Debbie, our sons Robert & David, for their love and support; 

Please join me in expressing our gratitude to this amazing group of people! 

DURING THE 2020-2021 year my responsibilities as D.S. included the honor and joy of:

❖ visiting and interacting on 29 church campuses on the district,

❖ preaching in 11 worship services,

❖ participating in 67 Church Board & Congregational Meetings,

❖ conducting 15 Church/Pastoral Reviews,

❖ chairing the pastoral search process in 11 churches,

❖ participating in 18 district board/committee/council meetings,

❖ meeting with 201 pastors & ministry leaders for various issues & needs,

❖ hosting 14 online gatherings for supporting and encouraging Pastoral leaders,

❖ logging in to 136 SKYPE, ZOOM and conference call meetings,

❖ officiating at 2 memorial services, and

❖ serving in my 21st year as a member of the Point Loma Nazarene University Board of Trustees.

In the past year I also participated in the following areas for leadership and personal development: 

USA/Canada District Superintendent Leadership Seminar (online); May We Be One Seminar (online); 

Leading Through Uncertainty Seminar – Dr. Stephen Campbell (online); Local Church Board Treasurer 



 

 

Orientation (online); PLNU Estate Planning Seminar (online); serving on the PLNU Ministerial Candidate 

Workshop Steering Committee, and on the PLNU Trustees Board Membership Committee. 

 

MY ONGOING VISION FOR US AS A DISTRICT of local churches has been and continues to affirm that 

we are the literal presence of Christ in our communities. On the day of His ascension Jesus said, “you will 

receive power to be my witnesses.” Every year we affirm our desire to be devoted members of the body 

of Christ, inspired by the Great Commission. I encourage you to insist on these core understandings of 

what we do in our communities, engaging in ministries that result in: 

 

• newborn believers who are being delivered and discipled through our ministries; 

• growing believers who are being baptized by the profession of their faith; 

• maturing believers who are discovering all that it means to be devoted followers of Jesus; 

• at least 10% of annual giving committed to the regional & global mission of the church; 

• future plans to partner in the planting of new churches in our local mission areas; 

• an ongoing, definable link to our local communities through outreach & service. 

 

WE CURRENTLY HAVE 48 active organized churches (plus 4 inactive organized churches, 2 of which are 

being leased by Churches other than Nazarene), 4 Church Type Missions, 7 parented congregations for 

second languages, and 1 new start for a total of 60 active congregations.  

 

LOOKING BACK: 
A year ago this week, we met exclusively online as the 58th District Assembly at 

a time when the entire world began a unique journey together. Looking back, 

it almost mocks the fact that we were living in the year 2020, an expression that 

for my lifetime has always meant, perfect vision. And since last March, we have 

been humbled by the reality of, “Who could have seen this coming?” 

 

In recent months we watched a collision of pandemic, society, and state. At times, it was ugly; at 

the global level, and all the way to division amongst communities, friends, and even the church. 

I found an image that I think summarizes well the tension that existed and challenged our ability to 

navigate through the pandemic graciously: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3O4sYndUdsI 

 

Life was out of control. Could we have been more prepared? Clearly there was more to it than, 

“You put your right foot in, you take your right foot out…” Now that we are here, how do we move 

into the future, even though the future has always been fairly unknown? 

 

As the 59th District Assembly, we are challenged a) to identify how we move forward in all of life, and 

b) to determine what the church will look like in the future. A year ago, I was led to a simple phrase for 

us as the church to Continue IN THE FAITH. A simple exhortation, which obviously requires a very 

clear definition of what it means to BE in faith.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3O4sYndUdsI


 

 

In this moment, we have an opportunity to be in a place that has always been secure and accessible 

since the beginning of creation: living life under the influence of a merciful God.  

 

LOOKING AT WHERE WE ARE 
I’m intrigued with how being merciful could position us as we continue to learn what it means to be on 

mission. God, people, and the church are interdependent expressions of how a merciless world could be 

led into a future of hope. 

 

God is merciful because of who He is. People become merciful because of who God is in their life. The 

Church is merciful because it is called to be the image of God through the testimony of people. 

 

It is a merciful God who takes the five loaves and two fish of reduced ministries 

in the past year, taking whatever we've been able to do remotely and online, 

who blesses and multiplies it so that the story of new life is told. I have often 

wondered how much that story was appreciated and told at that time. Did 

everybody get it, or just the ones who got to eat that day? Is it possible that 

we have a similar opportunity? Has God been at work during this time, in 

ways that we can't see that are going to result in a significant blessing for the 

cause of Christ in the coming days? I think we would all agree, the church 

was a bit challenged, displaced, and disoriented this past year. But because 

of a merciful God, we were not crushed, defeated, or abandoned. 

 

Who God is to us, and who we are to each other, is going to determine who the church is in our 

communities. Regardless of life’s circumstances, merciful people learn what it means to listen to each 

other, seeking to understand, not dwelling in contentiousness. Merciful people seek the mind and heart 

of God in order to be equipped to be the church for the believer, the non-believer, and even the person 

who doesn’t even know what they don't know. Our goal then is to lead people to the merciful God, so 

that their lives can become expressions of God’s mercy to them and their daily lives. 

 

Looking through the window of opportunity 
In a recent ZOOM seminar, I heard Dr. Montague Williams say that, “The 

purpose of the church is to grow in the kind of Christ centered friendships 

that offer the world a glimpse of God’s coming kingdom.” I hope we can 

move now into the kinds of expressions that give the world a “glimpse” of 

God’s coming Kingdom. I hope that pastoral leaders will be delivered from 

having to oversee polarized communities, and instead be able to unite in a 

courageous mission to be the presence of Christ in our communities. 

 

A few years ago, Dr. Mark Mann and Dr. Ron Benefiel collaborated on a paper regarding our Wesleyan 

tradition in which they stated that, “As Wesleyans, we believe our salvation is not simply a matter of 

our eternal destiny, it is the renewal of our capacity to love God with our entire heart, soul, mind and 



 

 

 strength and our neighbor as ourselves in this life. The grace of God is given not only for personal 

salvation but also for the repair of human relationships, communities, and societies, and, indeed, all of 

creation. As Wesleyans we therefore embrace an expansive and all-inclusive hope for the renewal and 

restoration of all that has been damaged by sin.” It is this perspective that equips holiness people to be 

people of optimism, in every circumstance of life.  

 

More recently, Deji Okegbile, a Nigerian Methodist Chaplain spoke of Wesleyan optimism in the context 

of the pandemic in this way: “Wesley’s optimism of grace precedent stood out in his day as it does in our 

pandemic and lockdown today. Optimism of grace in this context is both hopeful and realistic at the 

same time; hopeful to encourage an expectant and receptive faith; realistic about both the condition and 

content of the promise expected.” 

 

My hope for the church of 2021 is: 
 

▪ that we will receive the mercy of God, and become the 

mercy of God so that the world will see a glimpse of the 

true nature of God’s desire to love and transform all 

people into His likeness. 

 

▪ that we will have clarity and courage to do whatever we 

need to do to adapt our mission, and yet remain faithful to the Great Commission as our highest 

priority, and 

 

▪ that we will be a people who resonate with John Wesley’s optimism of grace, as we sing our 

songs more deeply, intercede for each other more sincerely, and in humility, serve 

an unsaved world more compassionately; so that regardless of the condition of the 

world, the spirit of a merciful God will fill the lives of His people so much, that every church 

will be able celebrate one more life story born into a living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Steven R. Scott 

Let us then approach God’s throne of grace 
with confidence, 

so that we may receive 

and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
 

Hebrews 4 16 


