
    

 “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they 

were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus.”  Acts 4:13 

The disciples were speaking and teaching in Jesus’ name. A crippled man was healed and thousands were believing in 

Jesus.  Peter and John were questioned by the council, and filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter and John spoke with 

boldness. People recognized that they had been with Jesus.  

A Culture of Biblical Discipleship is the vision of the Sacramento District Nazarene Discipleship International (NDI). To be 

a district whose culture is the same as the culture of the early church, we must follow Peter and John’s example in the 

above passage.  They had been with Jesus.  Jesus gave them the authority in his name and in his love to preach, teach, 

deliver and heal. These common, uneducated men spoke with boldness, confidence, courage and authority because 

they had been with Jesus.  They were led and empowered by the Holy Spirit moment by moment and the culture was 

changing! The old was gone and the new had come!   

A Culture of Biblical Discipleship is cultivated by being with Jesus, being discipled by him, and making disciples and 

disciple-makers of Jesus. The twelve ordinary men that Jesus chose to be his disciples learned from the best. They 

watched him get away with his Father often. They were discipled, coached and mentored with great intention to pass 

onto other reliable people who would also teach others to obey all that Jesus commanded.  Now, we are on mission to 

do the same.  Our NDI board is committed to being with Jesus so that we can boldly, courageously and intentionally do 

our part to carry out The Great Commission for such a time as this on the Sacramento District.   

We were able to gather face-to- face again this year in a variety of ways and we continue to lean upon Jesus for 

guidance in cultivating a culture of biblical discipleship in the coming year.   

 Children’s Ministry – Cathy Scharf, our District Children’s Director, continues to faithfully encourage and disciple our 

district children’s leaders. Early this April, the Sac District hosted its first SPARK retreat at Mt. Hope Camp in 

Forbestown, CA. Trey and Candice Brooks (Equip to Engage Leaders), keynote speaker Elaine Briefman, worship 

leader Seth Dekkenga, and multiple workshop presenters gathered for three days to equip, empower, and resource 

children’s leaders in their ministry areas. Our hope is to make this an annual event. We have so much to learn from 

one another and this retreat is one intentional way to grow in being teachers, pastors and disciple-makers to the kids 

on our district.  

 Recovery Ministry – Dale Marsh, our District Recovery Leader, in partnership with Came to Believe Ministries, 

facilitated two recovery leadership retreats with 90 in attendance. We heard powerful testimonies of lives changed at 

these retreats and a parent of an attendee donated $2000 for scholarships for the next retreats because of their son’s 

changed life. Please be in prayer as hundreds are meeting in recovery groups weekly in our district.  Dale has a 

passion to see those in recovery engaged in the church community and growing in their relationship with Jesus.  The 

Lord is clearly blessing his efforts to educate pastors about recovery and to better equip emerging recovery leaders 

for a fruitful and long-lasting ministry.  This summer, recovery ministries will also be hosting a Speaker Jam at Parkside 

Auburn. Go to sacnazsdmi.org for more details. We are seeing fruit through the recovery ministries on our district and 

many lives are being transformed.  To God be the glory! 

 Camps Ministry – Ron Zimmer, our District Camp’s Director, led two courageous and creative summer camp 

leadership teams this year alongside his camp directors Julie Porta, Rita Englund (Kid’s Camp) and Austin Bender 

(Youth Camp).  After much prayer and discerning what was best for 2021, the decision was made to combine camps. 

Unified Youth Camp took place at Mt. Hope with 215 campers and 25 adults. Kids Camp met at Diamond Arrow Camp 
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with 200 campers and 78 adults and junior counselors. God moved powerfully as His faithful servants gave, prayed 

and loved those the Lord entrusted to them for their time together.  First time decisions were made to follow Jesus 

and relationships in the body of Christ among campers and workers developed and deepened. Thanks to all who were 

willing to step out of the boat and trust Jesus in the 2021 camps experience. For 2022, we will go back to our regular 

camp structure of Jr. High, High School, Younger Kids, and Big Kids Camps! Thank you for your continued prayers for 

district camps where kids experience the love and power of Jesus in a real and unforgettable way! Go to 

sacramentocamps.org for 2022 summer camp dates and registration information.   

 Women’s Ministry – Doniese Roberts, our NDI Women’s Ministry Director, along with the women’s council, brought 

back the Sacramento District Women’s Conference in 2021. Speaker and singer, Chaya Pitcher from Chico, gave a 

powerful testimony of the Blessings of Hope in the midst of trouble and pain. The Sonrise Church of Vacaville hosted 

the conference with 85 in attendance. Sonrise Church will again host in 2022. This year’s conference speaker is author 

and speaker, Heather Murdock from Placerville. The theme of the conference is “Rise and Rejoice – The Power of the 

Healed Heart”.  Heather’s message centers around her powerful testimony of forgiveness and healing.  She will teach 

how our greatest need leads to our greatest opportunity to see God’s power transform our hearts and lives. When 

the women of the Sacramento District gather together there is so much love, joy and peace in the Holy Spirit.  Each 

year we see more generations coming together and we hope to continue to see women of all ages attend.  We are 

better together! Go to sacnazsdmi.org for your registration information.  

 Discipled by Jesus Groups (DBJ) – DBJ groups are a formal way to practice the presence of Jesus together with the 

primary purpose of being discipled by Jesus during the group meeting. The facilitator uses five questions Jesus asked 

His disciples.  1. Who do you say that I am?  2. Do you understand what I have done for you?  3. Are you listening to 

Me?  4. Do you love Me?  5. Do you believe Me? Pastor Jeff Bassett and myself will be facilitating these weekly 

meetings to help us be more aware of His presence and to hear his voice through His word, His people, and His Spirit.  

We will also take time to coach others in making disciples and disciple-makers using this DBJ method developed by 

Hal and Debbi Perkins.  All are welcome to join us on Wednesdays at 6:00 AM for a one hour zoom Discipled by Jesus 

meeting.  If interested or if you have questions, please contact Darlene Franks at dar@oronaz.org or call at 209-304-

8456.  If Wednesday at 6 AM does not work for you, Hal Perkins also has multiple zoom calls for making disciples and 

disciple-makers. We are here to support you in being and making disciples in any way we can. 

 In the Way Podcasts – Jeff Bassett hosts a discipleship podcast called, In the Way.  Jeff interviews many different 

disciples of Jesus on and off our district.  You will hear encouraging messages which offer practical help for being and 

making disciples. This is an exciting way to grow and learn from one another as we cultivate a discipleship culture on 

the Sacramento District. If you’d like to share your good report of what God is doing in and through you in the area of 

discipleship, please contact Jeff Bassett at sacnazsdmi.org.  

We have been blessed with a wonderful team of sincere followers of Jesus on this NDI board and I thank the Lord for our 

newest members, Marcia Garro, Angela Henning and Erika Murillo.  I’d also like to thank the following members of our 

team, Jen Wylie, Mirna Perez, Doniese Roberts, Cathy Scharf, Dale Marsh, Ron Zimmer, Jeff Bassett, Julie Porta, Austin 

Bender, Vicki Reese, Kaitlin Peoples, and Steve Scott for your faithful service and willing hearts as we partner together in 

cultivating a culture of biblical discipleship. It’s an honor and blessing to walk this journey of fulfilling The Great 

Commission with you. 

Let’s be like the early disciples of Jesus who were recognized for being with him.  As we make being with Jesus a priority, 

we will be more sensitive to his voice and more bold and courageous in fulfilling The Great Commission together. Let’s 

pray like never before for the culture of this district to be like the culture of the Kingdom of God - a Culture of Biblical 

Discipleship! 

Jesus, you are always with us and we want to always be with you.  Our aim is to follow you moment by moment. Apart 

from you we can do nothing but with you we know we can do anything!  Thank you for choosing us to partner with you 

for such a time as this! All Glory and honor to you Lord Jesus Christ, forever and ever, AMEN. 

With Jesus and with you - Darlene Franks, Sacramento District NDI Chair and the NDI Board Members 


