
            
It has been a very busy year for many of us, both personally and in ministry! I want to begin by saying THANK YOU, NYI 

Council members – your commitment to our Sacramento District is phenomenal. The time you have spent gathering 

together, sharing ideas, brain storming, and most importantly, PRAYING for our youth leaders and teenagers is truly 

invaluable. Thanks, Jon Velasquez (Treasurer from Fallon Naz), Jessica Banes (Secretary & NYC Coordinator), Tara Phillips 

(Vice President from Sutter Creek Naz), Colby Middlebrook (District Representative from Yuba City Hope Point), Cesar 

Corleto (District Representative from Bethesda Elk Grove), Aaron Kelly (District Representative from Vacaville New Life), 

Levi Kniss (District Representative from Oroville Naz), Julie Porta (District Representative from Stockton Horizon), Anna 

Tatman (District Representative from CenterPointe Naz), and Grace Greeno (District Representative from Stockton 

Horizon). 

It has been so exciting and refreshing to be back together meeting in person over this past year! Being able to see the 

faces of our families, friends, and church members has been energizing. Besides this wonderful change, my life has been 

filled with a few other changes. In November, Amber and I welcomed our third child, Titus. This was an incredible 

blessing from God for us after years of praying for the ability to have children. I thank the District and SC Naz Church for 

allowing me to have some time away from my pastoral duties to spend sweet time with my family as we transitioned to 

a family of five.   

Because Titus arrived the week of Pastors and Spouses Retreat, I missed our 2021 Youth Leaders Retreat. This has 

always been one of my favorite parts of gathering in South Lake Tahoe. I want to give a special thank you to Tara Phillips 

and Jon Velasquez for helping to host this event in my absence, and to our Southwest Field Chair Derek Taylor for taking 

the time to join us for the event and do leadership training with our youth leaders. The Youth Leaders Retreat is always a 

wonderful time of drawing together as friends, and encouraging each other on what can sometimes be a tough road to 

walk! Youth leaders, please invest in your students, your youth group leaders, our District, and most importantly 

yourself by joining us next year. Spouses are invited too! 

I am excited to share that our national NYI student conference is back! NYC (Nazarene Youth Conference) is a vibrant 

youth event held once every four years in different locations across the United States and Canada. High school students 

from all around North America belonging to the Church of the Nazarene gather together in a time of worship, teaching, 

and community outreach, united by a common belief in Jesus Christ. NYC is a 5-day youth conference, and will be taking 

place in July 2023 in Tampa, Florida! This event includes:  

- Featured speakers and creative artists from across the globe. 

- Amazing worship services led by world class worship teams. 

- Live concerts featuring today’s most popular Christian recording artists. 

- Daily teachings that inspire, challenge and unite our students. 

- Service projects and community outreach have impact throughout the host city 

- Access to resources students can take home with them after the event. 

- Multi-sensory experiences designed for group discipleship and creative learning. 

- A Recreation Hall with tons of individual and group activities, games, and exhibits.  

YOUTH 
Nazarene Youth Int’l (NYI) 

Rev. Austin Bender, President 



In 2015, we had 54 people attend NYC from our Sacramento District, and in 2019 we nearly DOUBLED our attendance, 

with just over 100 participants! My hope and prayer is that we will continue to see this number increase in 2023, as this 

will truly be a life-changing event for many of the students who attend. 

Elevate will be back in full swing this year on Memorial Day weekend in May 2022. In 2021, the event was held in July 

due to COVID restrictions. Jessica Banes did an amazing Job coordinating our Sacramento District students and leaders 

who were able to go. This event is held each year on Point Loma Nazarene University’s campus, and each day is packed 

from morning to night with Christ-filled worship and teaching at group assemblies, breakout sessions focusing on 

missions and leadership, and quite a bit of friendly competition thrown in the mix (both for those of us who have a 

sporting knack and for those of us who don’t). 

Summer camp is an incredible time of fun-filled discipleship for the District. Camp was one of the highlights of 2021 for 

our Sac District NYI team.  We had a unified camp (middle school and high school together).  Although coordinating this 

camp in the midst of COVID proved difficult, God brought over 200 people to camp, and it was truly an electric week! I 

can promise you that Jesus is moving in these students lives, and His Name was proclaimed and lifted high! Ron Zimmer, 

thank you for the time you devote throughout the year to creating these weeks for teens to connect with each other, 

their youth leaders, and most importantly, with God. You put in so much extra time as we scrambled to bring camp back. 

Visit www.sacramentocamps.org for information on getting your youth group in on the fun for Summer 2022! 

Lastly, we joined with NMI to host our first combined Sacramento District Convention in 2021. We delayed the event in 

order for us to be to meet in person. I was humbled by the way these students and leaders were just excited to be back 

together. We brought an Axis trainer to the event.  Axis is an organization that our District has been partnering with in 

order to provide resources for our youth leaders. Our speaker shared with our leaders about the effects of social media 

on teens. The evening prior to Convention, we hosted over 100 youth students at a local hangout in Sacramento. The 

next morning, our students and leaders began Convention by serving the local community in the downtown Sacramento 

area. None of this would have been possible without the help of Pastor Marcia Hull at Sacramento Community Church 

and Dan Hopkins, our Sacramento District NMI President. Thank you to both of you! 

Teenagers need consistent connections - their local church and youth leadership team, and from our District and the 

global Nazarene Church. I’m so thankful that our denomination stands firm in its doctrine and binds together all the 

churches on a world-wide scale. Student ministries all across our District partner together to be more than a gathering of 

teenagers, but instead, a movement of young people following Christ with all of their lives and reaching out to others 

who don’t yet know the joy of knowing Jesus.     

Our Sacramento District NYI Council is committed to continue to seek God’s wisdom and direction in how we can reach 

the next valued generation for Jesus. 

Thanks for the past year, it’s been a blast! Looking forward to this one. 
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