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•R E S I L I E NC E • 
  

WITH SINCERE GRATITUDE I bring my 16th report as District Superintendent of the Sacramento District, 

now in my 34th year as an ordained elder in the Church of the Nazarene. I’m humbled every day by the 

profound blessing of knowing and serving Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord, and I thank God for the 

honor of serving with a leadership team that includes the following colleagues and friends: 

 

…Kaitlin Peoples/Executive Assistant for 7 ½ yrs. as coordinator of district office procedures, editor of all 

district publications, and assistant with various duties of the District Superintendent; Delona 

Archer/District Treasurer for the past 9 ½ months, and Jessica Moreno who serves as manager for the 

District Condo, a place of rest for pastoral leaders. Kaitlin, Delona and Jessica all serve with a great spirit 

and a deep love for the church. I am honored to serve with them! 

 

As I continue to reflect on the gifted team of leaders who have served the Sacramento 

District in the past year, they also include: 

 

…all the Senior/Lead Pastors, Associate Pastoral Staff and spouses who faithfully serve the communities 

of the Sacramento District. 

 

…the District Advisory Board: Dr. Stephen Campbell/Redding – The Center; Rev. John Perez/Sacramento 

Community; Rev. Scott Hubbard/Lodi Faith Community; Rev. Doug Smith/Yuba City Hope Point; Joe 

McCoy/Oroville, Mark Bennett/Stockton Axis; Jeff Dickerson/Auburn Parkside; Gary Greeno/Stockton 

Horizon. I deeply appreciate your heart and mind for the Kingdom of God, and for your companionship 

on this journey. 

 

…Rev. Austin Bender/Nazarene Youth International President; Rev. Darlene Franks/ 

Nazarene Discipleship Int’l Chair (formerly SDMI); Rev. Dan Hopkins/Nazarene 

Missions Int’l President; Dr. Leon Skinner/District Institute of Ministry Director; 

Rev. Ron Zimmer/Summer Camps Ministries Director; Rev. Jon Fitzpatrick/District 

Secretary; the Ministerial Studies & Credentials Boards (listed by name in their 

respective reports); and all the members of the NDI Board, NMI Council, and NYI Council. 

Your leadership is deeply appreciated and will impact countless lives for years to come. 

 

And, a special thank you to my wife Debbie, and our sons Robert & David, for their love and support. 

 

Please join me in expressing our gratitude to this amazing group of people! 

Debbie & Steve – Lake Tahoe 2021 

36th Anniversary 



 

 

DURING 2021-2022 my responsibilities as District Superintendent included the honor and joy of: 

 visiting and interacting on 37 church campuses on the district, 

 preaching in 28 worship services,  

 participating in 36 Church Board & Congregational Meetings, 

 conducting 14 Church/Pastoral Reviews, 

 chairing the pastoral search process in 7 churches, 

 participating in 26 district board/committee/council meetings/seminars 

 meeting with 175 pastors & ministry leaders for various issues & needs, 

 hosting 2  in-person Pastor’s Days, 5 coffee gatherings, 1 ZOOM seminar 

for pastoral development & enrichment, and 3 New Pastor Orientation sessions 

 logging in to 55 ZOOM and conference call meetings, 

 serving in my 22nd  year as a member of the Point Loma Nazarene University Board of Trustees. 

 

In the past year I participated in the following events for leadership and personal development: 

USA/Canada District Superintendent Leadership Development Program; Ed Stetzer/William Jessup 

University – The Recovering Church; Nazarene Bible College – District Superintendent Forum; serving on 

the PLNU Ministerial Candidate Workshop Steering Committee, and serving on the PLNU Trustees Board 

Membership & External Engagement Committees. 

 

MY ONGOING VISION FOR US AS A DISTRICT of local churches has been and continues 

to affirm that we are the literal presence of Christ in our communities. On the day of His 

ascension Jesus said, “you will receive power to be my witnesses.” Every year I affirm my 

desire for us to be devoted members of the body of Christ, deeply inspired by the Great Commission. 

I encourage you to embrace these core understandings of what we do in our communities by engaging 

in ministries that will result in: 

 newborn believers who are being delivered and discipled through our ministries; 

 maturing believers who are discovering all that it means to be devoted followers of Jesus; 

 at least 10% of annual giving committed to the regional & global mission of the church; 

 annual accountability by reporting your stewardship and viability as an authentic church;  

 future plans to partner in the planting of new churches in our local mission areas; and 

 an ongoing, relational partnership in our local communities through outreach & service. 

 

WE CURRENTLY HAVE 46 active organized churches (plus 5 inactive organized churches, 1 of which 

is being leased by a Church other than Nazarene), 4 Church Type Missions, 11 parent affiliated 

congregations (PAC) for second languages, and 3 new starts for a total of 64 active congregations.  

 

In the region of our district of northwest Nevada and north central California, there are communities 

that are actually growing and developing; communities that are very ripe and in need of visionary 

churches. While we continue to learn how to nurture ongoing vitality in our own churches, I believe we 

also need to continuously ask the question, “God, where do you need my church to GO?” I have watched 

revitalization projects take place in some of our communities, like when a boarded-up building becomes 



 

 

the best coffee place in town, or when an empty lot becomes a valued resource in an underserved 

neighborhood. It has a transforming impact on those communities because somebody had a vision. 

 

I’m grateful for the communities where we are, but I’m becoming increasingly burdened that we 

RESPOND to the need to start new congregations in our communities, whether they are in simple 

storefronts, or starting out as home-based groups. Some individual churches have the resources to do 

this, and even more dynamic would be the partnership of several churches together in a specific mission 

area. From my perspective just some of the high target areas on our district include places like: 

 Dixon/Davis (Capital West) 

 Roseville/Folsom (Capital East) 

 Lathrop/Northern Manteca (Delta) 

 Orland/Willows (North Valley) 

 Fernley (Sierra Nevada) 

 Other places??? 

Please join me in prayer on this – we will need some visionary, faith driven people who are willing to 

collaborate together to increase our presence and influence for the sake of the gospel. 

 

If this report was a newscast, the headlines for 2021-2022 would include the facts that: 

 the average tenure for a senior lead pastor on the Sacramento District is now 9 years 

 the district is assisting with the purchase of a completed church facility at 1401 Florin Rd., 

Sacramento, which will become the new church home of the combined congregations of Elk 

Grove Cornerstone & Bethesda, becoming a bilingual church under the name, Bethesda Church. 

 in comparing worship attendance between 2020 & 2022, of 37 churches who reported, 7 (19%) 

reported an increase, and 30 (81%) reported a decline. 

 in comparing discipleship attendance between 2020 & 2022, of 34 churches who reported, 11 

(32.3%) reported an increase or reported the same, and 23 (67.6%) reported a decline. 

 in comparing 2020 & 2022, the total amount of giving raised for all purposes by the churches of 

the Sacramento District decreased, and I’ll say it this way, “by only 3% from 17,496,019.00 in 

2020 to 17,047,561.00 in 2022." 

 409 members were received by profession of faith, compared to 567 in 2020. 

 645 people prayed to receive Jesus Christ, compared to 1,046 in 2020. 

 334 people were baptized, compared to 546 in 2020. 

 

So, it has been a challenging time since 2020 in many ways (well thank you Steve for that insightful 

observation). Speaking of challenges, I’m thinking of a recent experience at the gas pump. After a fill-up 

I made that cost me over $6.00 a gallon, as I put the nozzle back in the pump, I was asking myself, 

“Was I buying gas or was I making a car payment?” 

 

Even with frustrating conditions in life and ministry, this has not been a barren time for the church. 

Seeds are still being planted, and lives are still being changed by the gospel of Jesus Christ. Along with 

the obvious frustrations facing us in a culture that continues to be characterized by its spiritual drift, we 

do know that there is still a place of PURPOSE for the church of Jesus Christ. We still have His calling to 

remain faithful to our mission. Our inspiration comes from knowing that Jesus is Lord, the Word of God 

is still the absolute truth for life, and if we are willing to be courageous witnesses to the heart of God 



 

 

for this world, God will continue to lead us in the fulfillment of His desire for our communities. 

 

I was encouraged by a statement I heard recently that inspired me to focus on the word, Resilience, 

for this year’s Reunion. It was a statement by Pastor Glenn Packiam of New Life Church in Colorado 

Springs. He writes about the challenge and opportunities of being a pastoral leader in 2022. As he was 

promoting his newly released book (The Resilient Pastor), he concluded by extending this invitation, 

“Let’s recover the holiness of our calling together.” To which my heart replied, thank you Pastor Glenn 

for the optimism of your faith. And thank you God, for the blessing that will come when your people set 

their heart on pilgrimage, even as they pass through the valley of Baca (Psalm 84). For it is God himself 

who can turn a valley of weeping into a place from which His people can go from strength to strength. 

Because as a people of faith, we have a destiny of hope, right here in 2022. 

 

I think we can agree, that our nature as disciples of Jesus is to walk with Him, listen to what he says, 

and love what it means to obediently serve as He did. If so, can we agree that a disciple of Jesus can 

experience a resilience in their faith, in every high and stormy gale? Can we agree that when we devote 

ourselves to worship and prayer, we can experience a resilience in our spirit that trusts God in all things, 

that empowers and inspires us to be faithful in every season of life? EVERY season of life? 

 

If so, how do we nurture that spirit of resilience? It 

must come from faithfully doing the work of Jesus, to 

sow the seed wherever it needs to be sown; even in 

what some might consider to be the “unlikely places” 

of our communities, or even in times of adversity or 

discouragement. When we learn to sow the seed 

faithfully, whether in rain, snow, sleet, or hail…I do 

believe we will experience a resilience in our faith and 

through our ministries that will glorify God as we 

welcome home the sinner, and call the believers to maturity, all through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

There is amazing power in the simplicity of our faithfulness. I think we need this reminder these days! 

 

My hope for the church of 2022 is that we unite around an understanding that 
our faith is a great response to the realities of life. Through faith that we become a people of resilience, 

even if we have had to experience a season that disorients us. Resilience is more than learning how to 

survive. It is more than enduring our light momentary afflictions. It is learning how to go through 

whatever we have to go through, so that the glory of God is revealed beyond what we can see, and even 

imagine. Resilient people have a resilient faith because they are determined to anticipate the majesty of 

God’s work that is poised and ready to demonstrate itself through the faithfulness of His people.  

 

Seasons and outcomes can certainly impact our resilience, but the focus of our heart will always sustain 

us. It is through the sustaining presence of God that we can experience a resilience to go from strength  

to strength, when we willfully put our trust in God. 



 

 

About a month ago, I watched a professional basketball team play the last game of their season. 16,000 

people showed up to watch a team with a losing record play their final game. In 82 games, they won 30 

times, and lost 52 times, for a winning percentage of 36.6%. Now that’s a resilient bunch of fans. And in 

that moment, I envisioned how a broken world could be so blessed by a resilient church. 

 

Pastoral leaders, ministry leaders, faithful servants of the church, thank you for your ENDURING faith – 

it will birth a spirit of resilience in you. A resilience to do the mission of your church, however creative 

we can be, so that we can continue to infuse the transforming grace of God into the lives of an infected 

world. We need to stop talking about whether or not people will come to church; to stop letting the 

deceiver persuade us that people aren’t interested in Jesus any more. The sinfulness of this world is a 

cry for help, and scripture tells us, don’t be weary in sowing the seed of the gospel, for in due season, 

one by one, we will reap a harvest, not for our glory, but for the glory of God (Galatians 6:9). 

 

I believe God has an ongoing gift of resilience for His church, but I believe we need to receive it together. 

To be crucified in Christ, so that we no longer live, but He lives in us, so that we can be a resilient church, 

a resilient Pastor, a resilient father, a resilient mother, a resilient son, a resilient daughter, a resilient 

employee, a resilient neighbor, a resilient recovering addict, a resilient victim, a resilient child of God, 

entirely DEVOTED to the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords. 

 

Sure, we will be hard pressed, perplexed, persecuted, and struck down; but through the resilience of our 

faith, we will not be crushed, in despair, abandoned, or destroyed. Because the resilience of our faith 

empowers us to carry about in our body the death of Christ, so Christ is alive in us. (2 Corinthians 4) 

 

When we can’t shake the bitterness of frustrations, because of the resilience of our faith we can be 

witnesses that “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail.” 

(Lamentations 3). And if that wonderful thing called ATTITUDE stifles our resilience, we can humbly 

invite God to create in us a clean heart, and to renew a right spirit within us. (Psalm 51). 

 

This is our time to be witnesses to the RESILIENCE of God in our worship and devotion to Him, for His 

glory. I pray we will be stunned by His power at work through His church in this coming year! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Steven R. Scott 
 

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their hearts on pilgrimage. 
As they pass through the valley of Baca, they make it a place of springs, 

the autumn rains also cover it with pools. They go from 

, 
till each appears before God in Zion. 

(Psalm 84) 


